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ReveL. XIV. 13. 


hid I heard a Voice from Heaven ſay: 
eto me, Write: Bleſſed are the Dead 
which die in the 2 8 
yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt 


— * ir Labours, and their Works do 
w them. 


T is one peculiar Exccllency of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, among many others, 
which ought to recommend it to the 
llcem of all the ſober, thinking part of 
llakind, that it furniſheth ſtronger and 
carer Arguments than ever any other Re- 
gon did, to ſupport us under the Appre- 
non of our Own Mortality, and to com- 
nus under the loſs of our deceas d Friends 
d Relations. . The Immortality of the 
ul, and a future State, which are ſo plainly 
eal'd to us, are Points, which human 
afon alone, unafliſted by Revelation, ne- 

t could, with any certainty, make out : 
appears from the great Diffidence and 
truſt, wherewith the wiſcſt heathen Wri- 
n themſelves in their Diſcourſes 
A2 upon 


F<} 
upon thoſe Subjects. They were very in 
clinable to believe an Opinion ſo agreeable 
in itſelf, and ſo ſuitable to the natur 

Hopes and Wiſhes of Mankind: and it muf 
be confeſs d, they advanc'd ſeveral probabl 


Arguments to ſupport it. But then, a 
other times, they ſpeak of it with ſo muct 
Doubt and Uncertainty, as plainly ſhey 
they did not think their own Reaſons fo 
it ſufficiently concluſive : and conſequent]z 
they could have no ſuch firm, well-groun 
ded Hope of another Life after this, as w: 
ſufficient to guard them effectually again 
the Terrors of Death. 3 
Not but that this great Point, now it 
reveal'd, is capable of very convincing Proc 
from Principles of Reaſon : but it oughtt 
be obſervd, for the Honour of our ho 
Religion, that the clearing up thoſe na 
ral Proofs of it, which were ſo defedti 
before, and advancing them to a Degree 
Certainty, is intirely owing to the evidend 
of the Chriſtian Revelation and the dini 
Author of it, who, to our great Comto 
hath aboliſh d Death, and brought Life a 
Immortality to light, through the Goſj 


2 Tim. i. 10. And though the four (te 
wards the latter end of their Diſpenſati 
eſpecially, as the dawning of the Day pri 
from on high approach) had clearer D 
coveries made to them of this imports 
Truth, than was vouchſafed _—— 

orl 


C33 
World; yet whatever Knowledge they had 
of it, was but Darkneſs when compard 
with the Light of the Goſpel-Revelation: 
which has given Mankind the fulleſt aſſu- 
rance imaginable of another Life hereafter : 
that the Soul does not die with the Body, 
but ſubſiſts in a ſeparate State from it : and 
particularly, that the Souls of the Good and 
Vertuous are, upon the Diſſolution of the 
Body, immediately admitted into a State of 
Happineſs : as will appear cvidently from 
2 due Conſideration of the Words of my 
Text: And I heard a Voice from Heaven 
ſaying unto me, Write: Bleſſed are the 
Dead, which die in the Lord, &c. 

Which Words, in the primary Intention 
of them, ſeem, more eſpecially, to relate 
to the Caſe of Martyrs, and to be written 
vith a particular View to the Comfort and 
Support of thoſe, who ſhould ſuffer for the 
ke of Chriſt, under thoſe ſevere Perſe- 
ations, which the Holy Spirit foreſaw were 
to follow. And, perhaps, they may have 
more ſpecial Regard ſtill to fome one 
particular Perſecution, more violent and 
outragious than the reſt, which therefore 
requir'd a degree of Courage and Reſolution 
more than human, to ſupport thoſe who 
ſhould be call'd to undergo it : which made 
t neceſſary that their Faith and Patience 
ſhould be ſtrengthened in an extraordinary 
manner, by giving them the fulleſt Aſſurance 
bctorc= 


(5s) 
before-hand, that whoever ſuffer'd from 
that time forward, for their Conſtancy in 
adhering tothe Truth of the Goſpel, ſhould II 
be amply rewarded for their Sufferings in WI" t! 
another Life. And this ſeems to account 
very well for the great Solemnity of Ex- 
preſſion, wherewith this important Truth is III 
deliver d: being repreſented, as dictated by cr t 
an audible Voice from Heaven, and that nde 
confirm'd again by the Teſtimony of the 
Spirit of Truth: as if it had been intended I Ar 
to make a deeper Impreſſion upon the WH 
Minds of thoſe, who ſhould at any time ic 
be call'd to ſuffer, and to encourage them 
to perſevere, even unto Death, by affuring 
them in the * manner, that Death 

ng to thoſe who die in, 
and for, the Lord. 


is, indced, a Ble 

But though this be, probably, the origi- 
nal Deſign of the Words, they are, how 
ever, equally applicable to all good Chi 
ſtians in all ages of the Church: and inthis 
more general, comprehenſive Senſe, I pre 
— to conſider them, as containing a c 
emn Declaration of the Happineſs of all 
good Chriſtians after Death. : In ſpeaking 
to which I ſhall proceed in the Method 
pointed out in the Text, and conſider, 


(ures 


te kep 


lninte; 
kad us 


I. That part of their Happineſs, whi &If=ſu 
conſiſts in a Ref from their T on Deen 
es 


the Troubles and Miſcrics of this Life. 


I Mrcamn 


(FY 
I. The other Part of it, which is imply'd 
u the following Words, and their Works 
b follow them. After which 1 ſhall, 


M. Apply what ſhall have been ſaid un- 
kr the two foregoing Heads, to the Cha- 
nder of a good Lady lately deceas'd. 


And Firft, Let us conſider that part of 
he Happineſs of good Chriſtians after Death, 
mich conſiſts in their reſting from the 
Troubles and Miſeries of this Life: Bleſſed 
oe w_ _— gy —_ — * | — 
tmceforth : yea, ſaith the Spirit, that i 
nw reſt from their Labours. As our pre- 
knt Life is a State of Probation, in order 
b a better, and our ſhort abode here is 
&lipn'd to fit and prepare us for Heaven and 
hernity; the Condition of our Being re- 
wires that our Faith and Truſt in God, our 
Mience and Submiſſion to his Will, ſhould 
e kept alive, and exercis d by ſuch a courſe 
of Diſcipline as he, in his infinite Wiſdom, 
tes beſt ſuited to that Purpoſe. And, 
Ince Experience ſhews how apt a conſtant, 
ninterrupted Series of Proſperity is to miſ- 
kad us into a wrong Notion of our own 
&|f-ſufficiency, and tempt us to forget our 
dependence upon God our Maker; this 
nakes it neceſſary to humble our Pride and 
ſumption, our Vanity and Seit cn 

7 


('8;), 
by ſending us into the School of Affliction 
to learn this uſeful Leſſon, to kno our 
ſelyes, and our Duty better. Accordingiy, 
the wiſe Author of our Being, who under- 
ſtands our true Intereſt infinitely better than 
we. our felves do, has form'd us in ſuch a 
manner, and does, in the ordinary Courſe: 
of his Providence, ſo order and diſpoſe hu- 
man Affairs, that no body eſcapes out of 
this World without his Share (more, . or 
leſs) of the Troubles and Afflictions of it, 
To ſay nothing of the Bulk of Mankind, 
who ſeem to be born to Labour and Sor- 
row : even Thoſe who live in great Plenty 
and Affluence of the good things of thi 
World, and. haye every thing about them 
they can well wiſh for, ſometimes notwitt 
ſtanding mect with ſore Trials, which im- 
bitter all their Enjoyments, and make them 
miſerable in the midſt of all the outward 
Ingredients of Happineſs. Either they are 
afflicted with violent Pains and Diſtempers 
in their Bodies, or with inward Grief, and 
Trouble of Mind: or, it may be they la- 
bour under the Misfortune. of an infirm, 
ſickly Conſtitution, which makes their Lives 
a conſtant Burthen and Uneaſineſs to them: 
or if they are free from the Miſery of ha- 
bitual Infirmities and Diſorders, they carry 
about them the Seeds and Principles of 4 
great varicty .of Diſcaſes, which ſometimes 
break out with great Fury, and end in 2 


(9) 
linds of Death. Or if the native Health 
nd Soundneſs of our Conſtitution exempts 
u from thoſe Bodily Pains and Infirmitics, 
yhich are the ordinary Lot of the genera- 
iy of Mankind, we have our ſhare of 
ſrouble from ſome other er: either we 
net with Croſſes and Diſappointments in 
te World abroad, or we are unhappy in 
ur Families at home: our Children prove 
udutiful, or there is ſome other domeſtick 
lncaſineſs. Or if we are really happy in 
his, or any other reſpect, and are poſſeſs d 
i the utmoſt height of our Deſire, that 
rey thing which yields us the greateſt Pleas 
ire and Satisfaction, proves the Occaſion 
f much Sorrow to us: the anxicty and 
trad of loſing what we ſet our Hearts moſt 
yon, (which will recur on many occa» 
bas) gives us many melancholy hours: 
ad when ever that Idol of our Affections 
itaken from us, the Pain and Anguiſh of 
| is like the Separation of Soul and Body, 

d we are unconſolable under the loſs of 
So true is that Obſervation of the Wiſe 

1, that all things here below, even the 
ens of our greateſt earthly Happineſs, 

e Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. 

And though the natural Imperfection of 
| worldly Enjoyments, and the Expe- 
ence we haye of their utter Inſufficiency 
o render us truly happy, is of excellent 
e to convince us that there is no fuch 

— thing 


(610) 
thing as perfect Happineſs to be expected * 


here, and that if we look for that, we muſt 
look for it elſewhere; yet, it muſt be con- 
feſsd, that Pain, and Sorrow, and Sick- 


neſs, are in themſelves Evils till; very di 
taſteful to human Nature, and the Cauſes pf 
of à great part of our Miſery, which w e 
muſt not expect to be wholly freed from ©" 
whilſt we are upon our journey through! 
this Vale of Tears. The utmoſt we ca He 
hope for on this ſide the Grave, is only ſom ne 
Intervals of Reſpite from them: tis Deati u 
alone that can put a final Period to the Mi lads 
| ſeries of Life. Tis there only the Wick" ** 
ceaſe from troubling, there the Weary | bps 
at Reſt: tis there the Priſoners of 2 a 
gether, and hear not the Voice of the M ek. 
preſſor : the Small and Great are the {ers 
without Diſtinction, and the Servant is i 
from his Maſter : as Job iii. 17, 18, 1988" a 
elegantly deſcribes the State of the Dead. ad, 


And, indeed, whoever ſeriouſly reflec 
upon the manifold Evils and Calamitic 
that abound in the World, muſt acknoy 
ledge that it is a great Happineſs to be re 
mov'd out of the reach of them, and 
be tranſlated into thoſe bleſſed Regions 
Reſt and Tranquillity, where none of thet 
can approach to hurt or moleſt us: whe 
we ſhall be for ever ſecur d not only frot 
actual Sufferings of all kinds, but from 
rr 

| ©; 


vurin 
reſſur 
dt tha 
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kals. us all up in an unchangeable State: 
1nd as thoſe who die in their Sins, can 
never paſs from a State of Miſery to Hap- 
ſineſs, ſo neither can thoſe who die in i 
lord, undergo a change of Condition from 
Hppineſs to Miſery, but will be till ad- 
uacing on from one Degree of Happineſs 
panother, till at laſt they attain to their 
inal Conſummation in Bliſs and Glory, . . 

Hence we may, in ſome meaſure, ima- 
zne what Pleaſure, and Joy, and Triumph 
tmuſt be to every good Chriſtian, when he 
ads himſelf ſafely landed upon the Shore 
Eternity, to conſider that all the Hard- 
lips and Difficultics of his Paſſage are well 
ner: that he has eſcap d thoſe dangerous 
locks and Shelves, upon which ſo many 
ters have ſplit and periſh'd,. and is hap= 
jy arriv d at the Port of everlaſting Reſt : 
lat all his Labours and Troubles are at an 
ind, and that the Remembrance of them 
krves only to heighten the Happineſs of 
lat bleſſed State he is juſt. entring upon, 
nd which will never haye an End. And 
n the mean time, while we are here la- 
ouring under the various Streights and 
teſſures of this painful Life, the Proſpect 
if that bleſſed Change which is to enſue, 
ud cannot be at a. great Diſtance from us, 
Would, methinks, inſpire us with Courage 
d Reſolution to bear up manfully againſt 
lem. Thoſe, for Inſtance, who are plac'd / 

"Es B 2 —_ 
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4 all Tears for ever 


Reflexion, that they ſhall, in a little tim 


no {mall part of the Happineſs of tho 


(1) 
In the loweſt Claſs of Life here, ind g 
under the Hardſhips of Poverty and Warr 
Cold and Nakedndfs, ſhould comfort then 
ſelves with this Conſideration, that wh 
they have ended the Days of their Pilgri 
mage here upon Earth, and are return d to 
their native Country, and their Father 
Houſe ; they ſball er 10 more, meith 
thirſt any more and that God ſball wy 
their Eyes 
Rev. vii. 16, 17. And ſo for all ak 
who may at any time labour under Afﬀi 
tions and Diſtreſſes of any other kind, ther 
is an univerſal Remedy, adequate to thei 
ſeveral- Neceſlities, contain'd in this fing 


reff from all their Laboers : and that 1 
ball be no more Death, neither Sorrou 
nor Crying, neither ſhall there be any in 
Pam. Rev. xxi. 4, This is one, and th 


that die in the Lord, that they reſt fr 
3 Labours : but this is the leaſt Part « 


II“. and principal Part is this: that 4 
Works da follow, or (as the original Wor 
may very properly be render'd) acrompen 
or go along with hem: to affure us, thi 
the Good we do in this World, does 1 
ſtay behind us when we go hence, | 


—— in our facunby 366 
n 


(13) 
dert: and that as ſoon as ever we arrive 
here, we ſhall immediately taſte of the 
fait of it, in a nearer admiſſion into the 
divine Preſence, and a livelicr ' Senſe of 
Maker's favour and approbation. All 
te. good Actions of our Lives, like the 
ums and Prayers of the devout Centurion, 
tend up conſtantly for 4 Memorial before 
bud, who ſces and obſerves all the ways of 
te Children of Men: and we receive the 
ward of them in fome meaſure, even 
this Life, in that Pleaſure and Satisfac- 
n of Mind, which is inſeparable from 
e Conſciouſneſs of doing Good, and 
the comfortable Hope and Expecta- 
m we have of a more abundant Recom- 
nee hereaſter. And when we come into 
other. World, we immediately enter 
m Part of the promis'd Reward, and are 
mitted into thoſe blefſed Manſions where 
Souls of the Righteous reſt in Peace, and 
ure a Boretaſte of that more conſummate 
kppineſs which they are to be put in poſs 
lion of, at the Reſurrectian of the 7a. 
for though the Souls of the Good and 
are undoubtedly in a State of Happi- 
6, as ſoon as they are ſeparated from 
Body, - as appears from the Parable of 


„ tha Rich man and Lazerss, where the 
es nor man being dead, is repreſented as car- 
e, bold by Angels directly into Abraham's 
to tum, Lupe wi. 22, and from the Pro- 


/ 


miſe made to the penitent Thief upon the 


| the Son of Man cometh in the Gly 


\ 


(, 14 5 


Croſs, that he ſhould be that very Day 
with our Lord in Paradiſe, xxiii. 43. and 
alſo from that of Paul, 2 Cor. v. 6, 
that whilſt we are at home in the Body 
we, are abſent from the Lord, and wher 
we arc abſent from the Body, we are pr 
ſent with the Lord; yet, that they are nc 
admitted into the fullneſs of joy, till th 
general Reſurrection, and the laſt 
appears from ſeyeral other Paſſages of th 
New Teſtament: as where it is ſaid, th 
the time of rewarding every Man final 
according to his Works, will be then, whe! 


bis Father, with his Angels; Matth. n 
27. and that the great Reward in Heau 
promis d thoſe who are . perſecuted 
Righteouſneſs ſake, is to be beſtow'd upo 
them then only, whenthe Lord Jeſus ſballi 
reveal d from Heaven, with his mig 

—_— (Matth. v. 10, 12. compar'd vi 
2 Theſſ. i. 7.) and that the Crown of Cl 
that fadeth not away, is to be conferdo 
thoſe who feed the Flock of Chriſt, wh 
the Great Shepherd ſhall appear, 1 Pet. v. 
all which, every body knows, are Charad 
ters denoting the laſt Day, and the fin 
Conſummation of all things. And to ac 
no more, St. Paul, who was ſo emine: b. 
both for his Zeal in preaching the Goſpt incip 
and his Sufferings for it, when he was ve uy b. 

: | 4 
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uch to be offer d; and the time of his De- 


Hure Was af hand, though he expreſſes 
imſelf with great Aſſurance touching the 
ertainty of his ' Reward, docs not yet 
m to have expected to receive it, in its 
i extent, ſooner. Henceforth, ſays he, 
bre is laid up for me a Crown of Righ- 
wuſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous 
tee, ſhall give me at that Day: (the 
Dy in which he will judge the World in 
lybteouſneſs : and therefore he adds) and 
to me only, but 10 all thoſe alſo that 
r his appearing 


2 Tim. iv. 6, 8. 

And if to the Teſtimony of Revelation 
t join that of Reaſon; as the Body is an 
ſential Part of Man, it ſeems in the na- 
e of the thing, impoſſible he ſhould be 
rectly happy, till the Body is reunited 
the Soul, and the whole Man, both Body 
u Soul, obtains a compleat Victory over 
In and Death, the two great Enemies both 
our preſent and future Happineſs : which 
unot be till the Reſurrection, when Death 
mich till then will maintain its domi- 
on over the Body) ſball be deſtroy'd, and 
vellow'd up in Victory. The Soul, as it 
2 ſpiritual, intellectual Subſtance, may be 
und thoſe of good Men, undoubtedly, are) 
py in a ſtate of ſeparation from the Bo- 
: but till, as it is but a Part, though a 
ncipal Part of Man, however happy it 
ly be in that State, the Happineſs of the 
WEEDS: Man 


— 
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Man cannot be ſaid to be perfect; becauſe 
there is an eſſential, though a leſs prineipal, 
Part of him wanting, which therefore my 
be reſtor'd, and vitally united to its ol, 
Companion the Soul, before he can be 
compleatly happy. To which End, we a 
aſſur d, that theſe poor mortal Bodies of 
ours ſhall, in due time, be relcas'd fron 
the Power of the Grave, and be rais d u 
glorious, and immortal, no longer ſubjet 
to Pain, and Miſery, and Death, but through 
ly refin'd and purify'd from all Dregs o 
Mortality and Corruption, and render' 
every way fit Companions for our Souls i: 
their Progreſs through a happy Eternity. ai 
How great the Happineſs of that bleſle 
State will be, and whercin the P q ' Muar 
of it will conſiſt, when the whole Man bent 
reſtor d, and both Body and Soul advanc Win. 
to the utmoſt degree of Perfection they E m 
reſpectively capable of, we are not at pt er. 
ſent able to comprehend : the diſtinq hutut 
Knowledge, as well as the Enjoyment M. 
it, being the peculiar Privilege of anotheoub 
Life. But we know in general it will Wc 
exceeding great, beyond any thing we ufion 
yet able to conceive. However, to gi o g 
us ſome, though imperfect, Ideas of i t im 
ſuitable to our preſent State of Ignoranc i Nor 
and Incapacity to conceive it as it is in Mit, 
ſelf, it is repreſented to us in ScriptuWirtak « 
under ſeveral Figures and Images, = te mo 


('r7 ) 

tom things which the World has agreed: 
p ſet the gteateſt Value upon. Thus it is» 
dmetimes call'd 2 Treaſure, ſometimes 4 
Ingaom, ſometimes a Crown of Glory: 
jd to-ſhew the Durableneſs as well as the 
reaftieſs of it, it is ſaid to be an indeftcs 
ble Treaſure, a Treaſure that faileth not 
like xi1. 33. 4 Crown of Glory that fadet 
* I Pet. v.4. an everlaſting King- 
I, 2 Pet. I. 11. an exceeding and eternat 
Fright of Glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

lt is an eſſential Defect in all the Joys. 
1 Pleaſures of this Life, that they are ſo 
ment in their nature, of ſo ſhort and un- 
main a Duration. However pleaſing and 
Wiehtful they may be during their Con- 
uance, (though even then, they are fre- 
bently imBitter'd with a mixture of Sore 
yet after a few yeats Enjoyment at 
e moſt, we muſt bid adieu to them for 
er. But the Happineſs reſerv'd for us in 
future State, is a ſolid ſubſtantial Happi- 
s: without any allay of Anxiety or 
touble, to interrupt or abate it: a Haps 
nels every way ſuited to the higheſt Per- 
Kon of our Nature, adequate to the ut= 
oft ſtretch of our Deſires, and laſting as 
If immortal Souls. 

Nor is it poſſible to conceive otherwiſe 
Lit, when it is confider'd that in order to 
take of it, we are to be admitted into 
de mote immediate Pretence of that Great 
C and 


( 18 ) . 
and Glorious Being who is the Fountain 
of all Happineſs, in whoſe Preſence is the 
fullneſs of Joy, and at whoſe Right } 
there are Pleaſures for evermore. Pſal. wi 


11. While we are in this World, wevie\ 
him at a diſtance, in his Works, and ir 
his Providence, and ſee him only by thi 
Eye of Faith as through a Glaſs, dark) 
but then we ſhall fee him face to face, 
the Apoſtle expreſſes it, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. th: 
is, we ſhall be as ſenſible of his Preſence 
as we are now of the Preſence of any m 
terial Object we ſee with our Eyes: an 
have as clear, diſtindt Knowledge of h 
divine Nature and PerfeQions, as it is po 
ſible for our finite Underſtandings to have 
which is the meaning of that parallel E 

preſſion of St. 7ohn, that we ſhall ſee hi 
as he is, 1 John iii. 2. And the more 

ſee and know of him, the more we {ts 
love, and admire, and adore him: whic 
will be a perpetual Spring of Joy and Gla 
neſs within us: and ſince we ſhall be the 
wholly immortal, in our Bodies as well 

in our Souls, that Joy and Gladneſs m 

be everlaſting. hilſt our Bodies, refir 
and ſpiritualiz d as they ſhall be at the R 
ſurrection, ſbine forth as the Sun, Ma 

Xiii. 43. and as the Stars for ever 4 
ever ; Dan. xii. 3. our Souls alſo, being 
a wonderful manner ſtrengthen d to ſuſt: 
the Effulgence of the Deity, ſhall 
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wtain Ml their Capacities enlarg'd, and every Power 
nd Faculty provided with ſuitable Gratifi- 
ations, ever flowing forth from his Full- 
cls, who is an inexhauſtible Ocean of Joy 
nd Pleaſure to all his Creatures that de- 
ght in him. | | 

This is, undoubtedly, the Caſe of all good 
Chriſtians in general, in a future State. 
The only Queſtion that can admit of any 
ſiſpute, is concerning the State of parti- 
ular Perſons: that is, whether their Lives 
me been really ſuch, as may, through the 
Mercy of God, juſtly intitle them to the 
torious Privilege of thoſe who die in the 
Lord? And to reſolve this Queſtion, let it 
& obſerv'd, That notwithſtanding all the 
tle Artifices vain Men have invented to 
klude themſelves and others withall, and 
v reconcile the Hopes of Heaven with a 
icious, immoral Life; this is moſt cer- 
nin, That nothing but a conſtant, uniform 
Courſe of Piety and Virtuc here can give 
my Man a reaſonable, well- grounded Hope 
o Happineſs hereafter. And happy They, 
whoſe Chriſtian Converſation in this World, 
ields both themſelves and their Friends that 
lurvive them this comfortable Aſſurance 
of their Welfare in another State! the 
principal Benefit and Reward of it re- 
tounds to themſelves : but the Conſola- 
hon of it, to all that value their Memory, 

liough chiefly to thoſe who are more cloſely 
| 35 united 
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united to them by the Tics of Nature ang 
Affection, and more nearly intereſted in 
their Death. This naturally brings to your 
Remembrance the Character of a good 
Lady lately deceas'd, and leads me to what 
] propos'd in the 


IE. And laſt place, to apply what has 
been ſaid, to that Occaſion. 


It has been obſery'd juſt above, what 3 
great Bleſſing a virtuous and religious 
Courſe of Life is, and what Comfort and 
Benefit accrues from it, both to the Dead 
and to * Living: and I am confident 
every one that hears me, (being all Neigh 
bours to the Deceas'd, and thoſe of her oy 
Family, who had the Happineſs to be mort 
intimately. acquainted with her, and con 
ſequently knew her beſt) will do her Me cali 
mory the juſtice to ſay, She was an cx nel 


ceeding good Chriſtian, and diſcharged th Gua 
. ſeveral Duties of her Station, in an exem fou 
plary manner, A conſtant, habitual Sen{li ther 
of God and Religion was the great Spring Fery 
that mov'd and actuated her Soul, the go tion 
verning Principle within her, which in time 
fluenc'd, and directed her whole Conduct was 
This was viſible to every diſcerning EyJovn 
that obſery'd her Behaviour, and the gene- A 
ral Tenour of her Actions: though nai pos“ 
body affected leſs the outward Form andy upor 


Appearance 
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Appearance of Religion than the did. In 


il her publick Addreſſes to the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, whether at home in her Family, or 
n the Congregation, one might obſerve, in 
every Look and Geſture, an Air of Seriouſ- 
neſs, and a Compoſure of Mind ſuitable 
to the awful Preſence ſhe then apprehended 
herſelf in, and all other Marks of a rational, 
maffected Devotion, equally remov'd from 
n indecent Careleſſneſs, and Neglect of it, 
om one hand; and the vain Shew, and 
Oſtentation of it, on the other. And as 
he was very conſtant and regular in her 
nore private Devotions, and the Duties of 
the Cloſer, there is no doubt but ſhe was 
equally fervent and devout in them: of 
which, (beſides the Probability of it from 
ber known Behaviour in Publick) there is 
this further Evidence from what has been 
caſually obſerv'd of her Practice in the ſtill- 
neſs of the Night - Scaſon: when, like a 
Cuardian-Angel to her Family, ſhe has been 
found watching over them while ſhe thought 
them all faſt aſleep, and with the utmoſt 
fervour, imploring the Favour and Protec- 
tion of Heaven to them and herſelf, at a 
time when ſhe little imagin d that any body 
was privy to her Prayers, but God, and her 
own Soul. 

A Mind ſo piouſly and religiouſly diſ- 
pos'd, could not but have a great Influence 
won her Behaviour in TY 

an 
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and render her a Bleſſing to her Family and 
others. So, indeed, ſhe prov'd : one of the 
beſt of Wives and of Mothers, of Neigh- 
bours and of Friends. Nor was her Good- 
neſs confin'd to her own Family, and her 
richer Neighbours only ; but extended, like 
the Divine Beneficence, to all alike : to the 
Poor as well as tothe Rich, to the Stranger as 
well as to the Native. She conſider d all Man. 
kind as Children of one common Father, 
as Partakers of one and the ſame Nature, 
and as Heirs of one common Salvation 
with herſelf: and therefore look d upon the 
pooreſt, meaneſt Objects that came in het 
way, as her Brethren, and her Siſters: and 
as ſuch, ſhe pity d their Miſeries, ſympa- 
thiz d with them in their Sufferings, and 
never omitted any thing in her Power, to 
relieve their Diſtreſs. 

In her Intercourſe with Others, as ſhe had 
in her Nature a Degree of Humility and 
Condeſcenſion not very common to Per- 
ſons of her Rank, ſhe treated all that con- 
vers d with her, in the moſt civil, obliging 
manner: and ſuch as had any Pretenſions to 
her Regard, more like Equals, than Infe- 
riors. She had a great ſhare of what the 
Apoſtle calls the Ornament of a meek and 
quiet Spirit: which appear d no where 
more, than in the Management of her Fa- 


mily, and her Behaviour towards her Ser- 


vants, whom ſhe treated with great _— 
| ne 
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ns neſs and Humanity: like one who con- 


ſder d them as her Fellow-Chriſtians, and 
tnew that ſhe herſelf alſo had 4 Maſter in 
Heaven. Col. iv. 1. 


her And with all theſe good Qualities, and 
like Wnany more, which the Time will not per- 
the nit me to recount particularly, ſhe had 
et az WT ic modeſteſt, humbleſt Opinion imaginable 
lan- ct herſelf : as if ſhe had not been conſci- 
her, aus of her own Worth, nor ſenſible of 
ure, WJ uoſe Perfections, which every one elſe ſaw 
tion nd admir'd in her. In a Word: how Va- 
| the able a Perſon ſhe was in all Reſpects, and 
her % worthily ſhe behav'd in every Relation 
and Wc was concern'd in, there needs no better 
npa- ¶ Hidence to demonſtrate, than the uncom- 
and non Degree of Sorrow He, who beſt un- 


trſtood her Worth, has ſhewn, and till 
continues to ſhew for her Death: and the 


had general Concern that appear d, upon that 
and nelancholy Occaſion, in every Face that 
per- inew her, and the Reſpect for her Memory 
con- rich ſtill remains, and (I dare ſay) will 
ging Nong remain in every Breaſt here, and where- 
ns to ver elſe her Character was known, 

Infe- WF But though Nature is weak, and apt to 
the Wave too much way to Grief, when it has 
| and cceivd a Wound in ſo tender a Part; Re- 
here Migion ſpeaks Comfort to us in our Diſ- 
r Fa - N neſs, and ſuggeſts to us ſuch powerful Ar- 
Ser- Mguments for Patience and Reſignation to 


the Divine Will, as are ſufficient not only 
to 
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ſideration than that which has been en- 


' ſeſs'd of, through the Merits of our blef- 


| (24 )/ 
Mourning into Foy. To which Purpoſe 
we Ce think of a more effectual Con- 


larged upon above, The Happineſs of thoſe 
that die in the Lord; which we have abun- 
dant Reaſon to hope ſo good a Chriſtian 
as the Deceas d was, is at this time poſ- 


ſed Redeemer. This is indeed a moſt ſo- 
vereign Remedy againſt excels of Grief fc 
our deceas'd Friends, to be affur'd (as we 


Chriſtians are) that though they are deadly: 
to us, they are alive to God: and that; bull; t 
dying, they only ſhift the Scene of theighlMi | 
Habitation, and are gone before us into lad 
better State, where they are to make theiefMjor 
everlaſting Abode, and whither (after a ſe ume 
Years ſeparation) we hope to follow them ipe 
and rejoice together with them to all Etęt nee 
nity. OY | : : 2 in 
'Tis the very ſame Argument St. Pau - 
urges to comfort the Chriſtians of his time | 
under the like Affliction: I would 10 Te 
have you be ignorant, Brethren, ſays he vucl 
concerning them which are aſleep : that „ th 
ſorrow, not even, as others, — bave n ligu 
Hope : for if we believe that Jeſus diego D. 


and roſe again; even ſo them alſo whit 
ſleep in Feſus, will God bring with hi) | 
I Theſſ. iv. 13,14. The Caſe of Chriſtian” 
and that of-Heathens, in this * 
3 wide!) 


(35) 
widely different : the latter never had any 
certain Knowledge of the Immortality 0 


our the Soul, and a future State, much leſs any 

ole, Wl Hope, or Expectation of the Reſutrection 

:0n- ¶ of the Body: and therefore they abandon d 

en · ¶ themſelves to Gricf, and all the Wildneſs 2 
hoſe I of an extravagant Sorrow for the Dead. s 
bun vhich was the leſs to be wonder d at in | 
tion Wi them, ſince the generality of them look d 

pol. upon Death, as an utter Extinction of their 

ble kcing, and their Friends once dead, to be 

do- ih d and loſt for ever. But ſuch exceſs 

f for ive, immoderate Sorrow is both unbecom - 


ne, and inconſiſtent with the glorious Hope 
re Chtiſtians hae: Who know that Death. 
but a Sleep, and the Grave a Bed, where- 
u the Bodies of our deceas d Friends are 
kid to reſt till the dawn of the Reſurrec- 
ion, when their Souls (which in the mean 
ime are in a ſtate of Happineſs, infinitely 
iperior to any thing in this World) ſhall 
neet their reſpective Bodies again in Glory, 
nd enter both together upon a State of 
mdleſs Joy and Felicity, | 


To conclude. From whar has been ſaid 
wuching the Happineſs of thoſe that die 
n the Lord, we may draw an excellent 
Argument to reconcile us to the Thoughts 
Death, and to engage us to fit and pre- 
pare ourſclyes for it, ſince it appears we 

au be ſo vaſtly Gainers by it: That it will 
| D tranſ- 


t 26 ) 
Franſlate us from a State of Pain and Sor: Ml 4 
tow, of Affliction and Miſery, to 4 State WW 6 
of Reſt, and Peace, and Joy: That thefs Wh 
roſs Bodies of Fleſh and Blood, which , 
no clog and incumber the Soul, and af 
ter a few Years muſt return to Earth, and 
become the Food of Worms; ſhall; in duę 
time, revive again, and be rais'd up vigo- 
rous and active, glorious and immortal: and 
. that our better Part, the Soul, while the 
Body reſts in the Grave, is in a State of 
Peace and Happineſs, and will be-reunited 
to it again in a more laſting Band of Un 
on, never to be ſeparated more, And laſt 
ly, that inſtead of ſuch poor, weak, im 
perfect Creatures, like ourfelyes, as w 
converſe with here below, we ſhall, whet 
we go hence, be admitted into the "bleſſe 
2 of the Spirits of juſt Men mat 
fo the general Aſſembly of i 
ek of the 22 ir ſt-· born written in Hei 
ven, to an innumerable Co F A. 
gels, to Jeſus, the Mediator w4 the Net 
Covenant, and to God the Juuge of al 
and be poſſeſs d of this Happineſs, not fo 
a few Years 'only, (which 1 the utmo 
Term of Happineſs in this Life) but fc 
ever: for numberleſs Ages, without Intet 
miſſion, and without End. 

Who now does not ſee the infinite Ac 
vantage of the Change which Death briny 
about, and would not wiſh'to have hisPo 

tio 
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gon in it? WO would not defire to be dhe Þ 


„, to inherit fuck 2 Bleſſing? But a 
his is a Bleſſing which none have a [Right 
w. but the Good and Virtuous only, this 
Confideratipn ſhould engage us, above all 
kings, to Aſpire after that Character, and 


v our utmoſt Endeavour to become ſuck;  * 


ve would truly and ſincerely deſire to 
the Death of the Righteous, and that 


blye to live the Life of the Righteous, and 
e like him in all holy Converſation andl 
brdlineſs : if we would entertain u rea- 
table Hope of obtaining the bleſſed Re- 
nd promis d thoſe who de in The Lord, 
kt maſt make it the main Buſineſs of our 
lives here, 1e Mu to him: o amy ul Un- 
palme ſv, and "worldly Lags, ro live 
erly, righreonſy, and godly, in this pre- 
t World, Tit. ii. 12. This is the expreſs 
Condition upon which our future Happi- 
jeſs depends: and we have the ſtrongeſt 
lotives imaginable to ſet about it in good 
ameſt, and fullfill it to the utmoſt of our 
Fower : becauſe, if we do not, we have not 
lie leaſt Shadow of Reaſon to hope for the 
bleſſing of a happy Death. Nay, Death 
ill be ſo far from being a Bleſſing, that it 
ill prove the greateſt Curſe that can be- 
ul us, as it will certainly terminate all our 


in'olpect of Happineſs, and open to us ſuch 


arcadful Scene of Miſery, as will never 
have 


* * 


a laſt End may be tike his, we muſt re- 


Now to God the Father, ( 
and Vod the Holy Ghoſt, | 
ics 2 22 all Honour andi 

eUVErmore- Amen 


